SEI AR  COUNTRY

there difficulties were to be made about getting to the edge of the desert
without large payments, and our camelmen would plead that their rations
had been eaten and that we must wait while others were fetched from
Shibam. So I decided to return by another route, and while the packing
was being done Suleiman and ' Awadh gave me particulars of the Sei'ars'
neighbours and of their relations with them.

It was after half-past nine when we mounted and rode northwards
over the jol, which was even more barren and desolate than the way to
Du'an. There were a few miserable-looking shrubs but little else, though
we soon came in sight of the date palms and the five dars which mark the
settlement of Qa' al Fadhul, home of the Al ba Qarwan section of the
Sei'ars. We saw little sign of other life on this jol though very
infrequently a lizard scurried away at our approach. Unlike the jols we
had crossed to reach Du'an, which were edged with trees and shrubs, those
up here were quite barren. There were flat-topped hills all around but
no peaks to be seen. From an occasional higher level we often had distant
but dull vieys, endless flat, brown, gravelly plateaus varied now and then
throughout the day by patches of blacL At noon we passed across a shallow
depression marking the boundary between Sei'ar and Katbiri territory.
When we had reached the level of the flat country on the further side we
saw for the first time a feature, a small pointed hill a mile or two ahead,
and soon passed the first of a number of groups of ruins. This pkce was
called 'Urum and all the ruins consisted of rough dry stone erections which
our beduin attributed to the children of 'Ad. The buildings could not have
been big enough to shelter adequately normal-sized human beings, and the
absurdity of their sufficing giants did not seem to have occurred to them.

At one o'clock we halted by some ruins near the small pointed hilL
Just beyond it was a scries of four hillocks, the first three dose together
and the fourth some distance on, but the \^hole did not extend over a greater
distance than a quarter of a mile. The "first three hillocks were crowned with
circular ruins and between the third and fourth there were fifteen heaps of
stones in a straight line on the crest of the slope* Below the slope was level
ground and perhaps a quarter of a mile ahead another row of stones and ruins
on a hill. In between, the level ground was sprinkled with chert flakes
indicating the site of a factory of chert implements.

For most of the afternoon we travelled over the same desolate landscape,
coming eventually to depressions marking the upper reaches of the wadis or
sha'bs (small water-courses) in which grew scraggy acada.J We
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